8th WFA National Conference 2010

 Wednesday 26, Thursday 27 and Friday 28th May 2010
Day 1 Conference

Opening of Trade Show/Exhibition

12:00 – 12:30
 Working lunch

1:00pm. Opening of Trade Show
12:00 – 5:30pm Trade Show Exhibition

Workshops:
1:00 – 2:00pm – Soil productivity: how to improve soil resulting in stronger plants, increased yields and more profitability. Dr Audrey Gerber, Floricultural Adviser, QBloom
2:00- 3:00pm -- Working out the cost of production on your farm and using this to increase profits – Lodi Pameijer, Executive Officer WildFlowers Australia.

3:00 – 3:25pm   Afternoon tea

3:30 – 4:30pm  Working out what to grow; your local climate, your local resources and the markets available – Lana Mitchell, WildFlowers Australia
5:30pm  Day One close

Own informal dinner arrangements in Healesville 

Day 2 Conference
(Note: The Day 2 programme may be adjusted in terms of speakers and times of talks.  The final programme will be provided at start of conference for all attendees.)

8.00am - 8:45am Registration and Trade Show opening
8.45 - 9.10am  Official opening and welcome Dr Roslyn Prinsley, General Manager, New Industries, Rural Industries Research & Development Corporation 

9:10 - 9:30am Lana Mitchell, WFA Board member, RIRDC Rural Women’s Award winner for NSW – a journey with wildflowers, family and industry. 
9:30 -  10:10am  Dr Marten Stapper –Working with nature to create a naturally efficient farming system
10:10 – 10:30am Morning Tea
(Note: from 10am onwards there are concurrent sessions in two different rooms, on different subjects)

10:30 – 11.10am

Room One:  Water Efficiency and irrigation scheduling for ideal yield with wildflowers. How to do your own trials to work out ideal watering for your crop and conditions – David Hunt, Scientist, QLD Department of Employment, Economic Development and Innovation (DEEDI)

Room Two: Export market initiatives in Japan and China – Executive Officer WildFlowers Australia, Lodi Pameijer
11:15 – 11:55am

Room One: Hygiene on the flower farm – reducing the incidence of pests and diseases in your crop -  Tony Burfield, SA Department of Primary Industries. 
Room Two:  IPM: The use of beneficials – Dr Paul Horne, IPM Technologies Pty Ltd, VIC
12:00 – 1:00pm  Lunch
1:00 – 1:40pm

Room One:  Banksia Production – Tony Whitehead, The Banksia Company, SA
Room Two:  Taking control of the pricing of your product to become more profitable  Nicky Mann – A Dozen Roses  

1:45 – 2:25pm

Room One:  Wildflower quality specifications and postharvest manual - why they should be used on the farm and in the market place. Bettina Gollnow – NSW Industry and Investment
Room Two: Cooperatives: Successful methods of small growers working together to reduce costs and improve profits. Dave Mathieson of Golden Gecko, NSW
2:30 – 3:10pm

Room One:  R&D opportunities. How to get funding for the future. Shane Holborn, QLD Department of Employment, Economic Development and Innovation (DEEDI)

Room Two:  Opportunities for Wildflowers in the Australian Retail Market. Greg Lamont, Lynch Group
3:10 – 3:30pm Afternoon Tea

3:30 – 4:10pm

Room One:  Mulch as a means to improve productivity and water efficiency – Dr. Rachel Poulte, Scientist, QLD Department of Employment, Economic Development and Innovation (DEEDI)
Room Two: “ Flower My Day” marketing campaign being run in South Australia – Tony Amorico, SA Wholesaler 
 4:15 – 4:45pm
Round Table: What does the future hold?  How can we continue to build the industry? 
4:45 – 5:00pm Conference wrap-up and Lucky door prizes.
5:00 – 7:00 pm At leisure before dinner

7:00 pm – 10:00 pm Conference dinner and floristry demonstration 



           Talk by Del Thomas on integration of our wildflowers with          
          

           traditional flowers – the truly Australian modern floral design.
Day 3 Conference

Friday 28 May 2010

9am – 3pm    Field Tour: Locations (not necessarily in sequence)

Protea Flora -- Over three hectares at Victoria’s beautiful Dandenong Ranges, and with some 20 expert staff, David Mathews is a WildFlowers Australia member and grows more than a million, quality plants annually for nurseries, commercial landscapers and cut flower specialists around the world.  Underpinning the company is innovation in developing proteas as a major cut flower and nursery crop, and a continuing strong investment in people and the gardening industry.  The tour will include the new water recycling and water treatment system, as well as new varieties suitable for the cut-flower industry.

Big Bouquet –   The Big Bouquet is an example of how cut-flowers and agro-tourism can go hand in hand. In addition to a glass house with the total growing area of 12000m2, holding 62000 gerbera plants, the Big Bouquet also has alpacas, a café, playground, and regularly does tours.   Their flowers are currently being sent to all states of Australia either by air or road, depending on customer preferences, and they will be able to answer questions regarding the flower harvest, grading, packing and shipping lines, as well as disease and pest control, marketing and so on. 

Katandra Gardens – As a location for a leisurely lunch, the Katandra Gardens consist of some 3.2 hectares of Australian native plants and flowers including Grevillea, Banksia, Acacia, Correa, Eucalyptus and more. Whilst this is a commercial garden and not a commercial cut-flower farm, it does show the massive range and variety of flowers available to our industry, and will be food  for thought as we enjoy our lunch.

Wine Tasting – As the Yarra Valley is famous for its wines there will also be a listing of local cellar doors made available, if people wish to finish their day (or continue into the weekend) exploring the region’s best wines, after the Field Tour is finished.

