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Secretariat: 360 Curramore Rd, Maleny  QLD  4552


The Hon Tony Burke MP
Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry
PO Box 6022
House of Representatives
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600
30 March 2009

Dear Minister,
I write to you on behalf of Wildflowers Australia Ltd, the peak industry body for the Wildflower Industry, regarding the increase in Australian Quarantine Inspection Service (AQIS) fees and charges. We represent over 100 wildflower businesses including several of the largest exporters of Australian grown wildflowers.
According to Rural Industries Research and Development Corporation (RIRDC) “the total value of the (wildflower) industry is estimated at $50 Million (wholesale).  Australia wide it is estimated that there are some 500 growers”. This industry is based mainly in rural communities throughout Australia. Due to the perishability and seasonal nature of many wildflower products shipments are made often, regularly and in relatively small quantities.

We wish to draw your attention to the adverse impact of the “Proposed Fee Model for Horticultural Exports Program from 1st July 2009” on the Wildflower Industry in Australia. We believe the upcoming increase in this charge will have a significant and profound negative impact on our industry.
Our industry has endured many difficult years competing in the international market against low cost producing countries such as South Africa and South America who compete at the same time of the year as our industry. Our labour costs and distance from the market means that our products are marketed into niche outlets around the world. The nature of these markets is that they require smaller and regular shipments compared to large bulk commodity shipping of some of Australia’s other rural industries.

To compete in this marketplace our industry has been working towards developing more efficient production and shipping systems, as well as working on developing our markets.  
Implementing a “full cost recovery” strategy by AQIS at this stage puts at risk the achievements we have made so far.  Any increase in the fixed costs of shipments will significantly affect the viability of export shipments that account for over 90% of Australian wildflower and foliage sales 

In addition, the proposed timing of the increases in the context of the current global financial crisis will further exacerbate the difficulties the industry faces as export prices are likely to decrease.

We request that the government reviews its decision to implement the new fee structure at this stage, and look forward to the continued financial support of AQIS that will allow the current fee structure to continue.
We look forward to your response.

Yours Sincerely

Audrey Gerber

President 
Wildflowers Australia Ltd
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