Early success generates profits for Australian Wildflower growers
Golden Gecko Cooperative Marketing Manager David Mathieson reported receiving the first orders resulting from a trial Presentation Event held in Tokyo recently.  More orders are expected to follow based on the interest shown by a group of about 40 buyers in Japan who form part of the Australian Flower Club.  David reported an excellent result based on the pricing achieved and the size of the shipments.  The Inaugural Presentation Event is planned for October 28th.  This event will build on the experience gained at the trial event.  Presentation Events are planned to coincide with the major flower purchasing events like Christmas, Valentines Day, Mothers Day and Obon.  The aim of the Events are to rebuild value of the Australian grown wildflowers product by developing relationships as part of the traceability strategy, enhance quality by streamlining the delivery process, enhancing the cool chain from farm to florist, to develop a year round supply by sourcing product from all around Australia and providing improved feedback to growers regarding the quality and standard of their shipments.
Golden Gecko Co-op is one of the initial group of five businesses who responded to an invitation presented to all members of WildFlowers Australia Ltd to participate in a project that would explore for new ways to present Australian grown wildflowers to the Japanese buyers.  The other four businesses that led to the development of this strategy are Premium Greens QLD, Big Spring Mount VIC, Crooby Cottage Wildflowers NSW and Top of the Range Flowers QLD.  This opportunity followed on from attendance at IFEX in 2006 and 2007 by Australian businesses who produce and export Australian grown flowers to Japan. Austrade staff member Kazuko Nishikawa from Tokyo identified events occurring in Japan at the flower wholesale level that would generate new opportunities for Australian growers.  WFA and Austrade then worked together with a wholesaler to seek to generate increased sales based on building closer relationships between buyer and grower.  The wholesaler accompanied by an enthusiastic floral designer and an intermediate wholesaler/owner of a flower shop traveled to Australia to visit wildflower farms that produced a variety of products suitable for the Japanese market.  They visited farms accompanied by an Austrade and a WFA representative and were hosted by their owners in QLD, NSW, VIC, and WA.  This visit allowed in depth information to be gained to allow more valuable presentations to be made to buyers.  The visit is now planned to be an annual event with more buyers coming to see what products are available and the environment in which they are being grown.
 

Early indications received from the auctioneer were that improved knowledge gained from the initial Presentation Event also led to improved prices received at the auction for product shipped in the normal course of events.  This would demonstrate a flow on effect to all Australian growers.  Attention to cool chain facilities prepared by this wholesaler also led to a visibly improved quality of flowers shipped.  This improvement made a good impression with the wholesalers and the buyers.  Comments were heard from the quarantine inspectors that the quality and freshness was perceived to be excellent.  Growers also contributed to the quality of the product presented by harvesting and preparing stems just-in-time to achieve the planned delivery schedule.
 

WFA Ltd are pleased with the initial success experienced by Golden Gecko cooperative and others who received orders and positive comments received from the most critical audience of all - the buyers.  WFA looks forward to continuing the success by building on the information and knowledge gained from attending IFEX2008 in October 30 to November 1 this year and the visits to be made by the people participating.
WFA Ltd is an organization that aims to grow a vibrant, cohesive and profitable Australian Wildflower industry.  

Web: www.wildflowersaustralia.com.au
Email: management@wildflowersaustralia.com.au
Contact: Lodi Pameijer Executive Officer WFA Ltd
